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If you need proof of the power of a good photograph to get 
a shelter dog noticed, just take a look at our cover. Beau, 
Paisley, Portia and Bella were foster puppies (bouncing 
back from malnutrition and parvo) when we were seduced 

by their portraits, submitted for our Smiling Dog contest by Jenny 
Froh. A professional pet and portrait photographer in Flower 
Mound, Texas, Froh was fostering Paisley and Portia when she 
photographed the four littermates for Life Is Better Rescue in 
Colorado. (As we went to press, they had been adopted.)

While not every well-photographed dog in need is going to end 
up on the cover of a magazine, many of the people who do rescue 
work know that a really good portrait goes a long way toward 
finding homes for companion animals in need. 

“Just taking a nice photo of a dog in the grass wasn’t enough,” 
says Caitlin Quinn, communications and grants manager for the 
Animal Farm Foundation in Dutchess County, N.Y. “Photos need 
to engage adopters looking for a new family member, so having 
that creative eye capture more of the dog’s spirit makes a big  > 

Putting the 
Art in Heart
HeARTs Speak rallies artists to volunteer  
their talents to help animals
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Don’t let the fuzzy costume fool you — Wilfred is a rude, crude and slightly blue comedy, 
and not suitable for children. And if you find the sight of a man in a dog suit humping a 
stuffed bear or frequent mention of human and canine anatomy offensive, Wilfred may 
not be your cup of tea. Still, we’re quite fond of it.

difference in terms of making adopters 
stop and take notice.”

That can be especially impor-
tant in the case of the Animal Farm 
Foundation, which rescues Pit Bulls. 
“My photographs help present these 
dogs as the truly amazing beings they 
are: funny, adorable, forgiving, kind, 
sensitive,” says Lisa Prince Fishler, a 
photographer in Hudson Valley, N.Y. 
Her volunteer work for the foundation 
inspired her to launch HeARTs Speak 
in early 2010. This nonprofit alliance 
encourages photographers and artists 
to offer their critical skills to shelters 
and rescues pro bono.

In addition to providing advice  
and encouragement to its growing 
network of members, which includes 
both aspiring pet photographers and 
seasoned pros like Froh, HeARTs 
Speak aims to make it easy for mem-
bers by building a library of templates 
(such as letters offering their services to 
rescue groups and shelters) and creat- 
ing educational webinars that focus  
on everything from photographic 
techniques to animal behavior. In the 
future, the group may also be able to 
provide stipends for photographers. 
  
   

—Lisa Wogan

HeARTs Speak is looking for artists to join the 
effort; learn more at heartsspeak.org. And look 
for a Q&A with Lisa Prince Fishler online at  
thebark.com/heartsspeak.

of the students in veterinary school are women, which represents 
a huge leap, considering that 50 years ago, discrimination was so 
commonplace some veterinary schools actually told women they 
were rejected because of their gender. In 2007, for the first time ever, 
women outnumbered men in the practice of veterinary medicine. 

But it’s not all good news for women. In 2009, men in 
private practice earned, an average of $138,633, while 
women in private practice earned $91,551 — a wider 
gender gap than those found in public or corporate 
employment.  
Source: American Veterinary Medical Association
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